CHAPTER   XIX

ST.  GEORGE  AND  THE   PARILIA

The early IN the course of the preceding investigation we found
wenfas reason to assume that the old Latin kings, like their
much a brethren in many parts of the world, were charged with
an^agS " certain religious duties or magical functions, amongst which
cultural the maintenance of the fertility of the earth held a principal
andPtheir place. By this I do not mean that they had to see to it
kings oniy that the rain fell, and that the corn grew and trees
expected to put forth their fruit in due season. In those early days it
ensure the js probable that the Italians were quite as much a pastoral
fecundity as an agricultural people, or, in other words, that they
Stocks and depended for their subsistence no less on their flocks and
herds than on their fields and orchards. To provide their
cattle with grass and water, to ensure their fecundity and
the abundance of their milk, and to guard them from the
depredations of wild beasts, would be objects of the first
importance with the shepherds and herdsmen who, accord-
ing to tradition, founded Rome ; l and the king, as the
representative or embodiment of the deity, would be ex-
pected to do his part towards procuring these blessings for
his people by the performance of sacred rites. The Greeks
of the Homeric age, as we have seen, thought that the
reign of a good king not only made the land to bear wheat

1 Varro, Rerum rusticarum,  ii.   I.      Caprilius,     "goat -man,"

9 sq.   " Romanorum vero populum   a      "horse-man,"   7auriust   "bull-man/*

pastoribus esse ortum quis non dicit ? "      and so forth.     On the importance of

etc.   Amongst other arguments in favour     cattle  and   milk  among  the   ancient

of this view Varro refers to the Roman     Aryans  see O.  Schrader, Reallexikon

personal names   derived   from  cattle,      dcr indogermanischen Alt&rtumskundt

both large and small, such as Porcius>      (Strasburg,  1901),  pp.   541 sq.> 689

"pig -man/1  Oznnius, "sheep -man,"     sqq.   913 sqq*
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